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President Rivlin’s Independence Day Message 
(Communicated by the President’s Foreign Media Advisor) 
 
In honor of the upcoming national days, President Reuven Rivlin sent an 
Independence Day message to Jewish communities and friends of Israel around 
the world. 
  
In his message - which can be viewed here - President Rivlin spoke of his 
memories as a nine year old child, seeing the flag of Israel raised for the first time 
as the flag of an independent, sovereign state, he said, "Today, each time I see 
the flag flying, it fills my heart with pride and joy. As Israel turns 68, we can look 
with pride, at our past, and must look to the future with hope. The State of Israel 
was born out of a hope of 2000 years. It was born with the bravery of dreamers 
who worked to turn their dream into reality. Their spirit stays with us today. In the 
past year, I have visited many different places across this wonderful country, I 
have seen this spirit, this joy and pride, which still pushes us forward." 
  
The President spoke of the terrible price of terrorism and said, "Sadly, over the 
last year Israel has faced a wave of terrible terror attacks which has brought 
much pain, and left many painful scars. I sat in the houses, of the families who 
lost loved ones, soldiers and civilians, I felt their pain, and shared in their tears." 
He stressed, "Terror will not overcome us, even though it may take a terrible 
price."  
  
The President highlighted the importance of celebrating diversity in Israel's 
democracy, "Real independence, means the freedom of expression, to celebrate 
and enjoy the diversity of voices of all the people in Israel, as different as they 
may be; whether we agree with them or not. An inclusive nation, which knows to 
debate and discuss with respect and understanding." 
  
The President concluded, "Our Independence Day is a day to celebrate. It is a 
day to lift the flag high in the knowledge that our hope will lead us to find the way 
to overcome the challenges, and to spread a message of understanding and 
respect between one another. And while around our borders, and even inside our 
borders, blow the terrible winds of radical Islam, we are sure of our path and of 
our ability and right to build here our national home, with security and prosperity." 
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